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Position Descr iption 
Conference Associate Minister  for  Congregational L ife and Vitality  

Penn Central Conference, United Church of Chr ist 
 

The Conference Associate Minister for Congregational Life and Vitality shall provide 
conference-wide leadership to help Penn Central Conference embrace the future that God holds 

for us as Christ’s disciples. This person will work with the leadership, Associations and 
congregations to help enable all aspects of Christ’s ministry for a new century. The primary goal 

of this position will be to help our congregations and Associations  
to be active and faithful in their mission.  

This position is elected by the Board of Directors, 
 and supervised by and accountable to the Conference Minister. 

 
Special Responsibility:  

·  Encourage spiritual life initiatives within the Conference  

o Work with the Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

o Envision next steps in the spiritual growth and development  

·  Promote Congregational Vitality throughout the Conference 

o Work with the Congregational Vitality Ministry Team 

o Support the Conference Road to Vitality program  

o Envision next steps in congregational vitality 

o Encourage local churches to strengthen their ministries by responding to their 
needs and providing resources 

·  Promote New Church Ministries  

o Work with the New Church  Ministry Team 

o Encourage the planting and growth of new church starts 

o Support church planters and those seeking to be church planters with discernment, 
assessment and training 

·  Promote healthy stewardship and financial development in local churches 

o Work with the Stewardship Ministry Team 

o Provide resources to local churches regarding stewardship, capital campaigns, 
planned giving, etc. 

·  Promote Our Churches Wider Mission within the Conference 



o Work with the Our Churches’  Wider Mission Ministry Team 

·  Network with national staff and ecumenical partners in areas of defined responsibilities 

o Be knowledgeable about resources and training and facilitate their use  

 
Common Areas of Responsibility: 

·  Represent the Conference and provide primary pastoral presence to 2 Associations 

o participate in Association Ministeriums, Association Executive 
Committees/Councils and Association meetings  

·  Provide support to Conference Ministry Teams in addition to those specifically named 
within the Position Description 

·  Be available to collaborate in providing pastoral care to pastors in the Conference 

·  Share in the work of crisis intervention throughout the Conference 

·  Represent the Conference at celebrations and ceremonial occasions  

 
This person must be an ordained minister in good standing in the United Church of Christ or the 
Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] . He/She is a member of the Conference Leadership Team 

and is expected to support and participate in all meetings and activities that are deemed 
necessary to ensure the proper functioning of the Conference.  
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Rev. Paul Eyer has served as Pastor of St. Luke’s 
United Church of Christ (UCC) in Lancaster, PA for 
four years now.  Much of the focus of Paul’s ministry 
at St. Luke’s has been directed toward connecting 
with the urban community in which the church is 
located. 
 
Paul is actively involved in the wider church as well.  
Within Penn Central Conference, Paul serves as 
Secretary to the New Church Development (New 
Church Start) Ministry Team, and is actively involved 
in the Sacred Conversation on Race Ministry Team as 
well as the Spirituality Task Force (which formulated 
the red Prayer Bowl project).    
 
Paul serves as Vice President of the Lancaster 
County Council of Churches and as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Lancaster Community 
Support Organization.  In addition, Paul is a regular 
participant in the Northwest Ecumenical Cluster 
ministerium of clergy in the northwest sector of the 
city of Lancaster.  And Paul is also an active member 
of the Steering Committee of the Lancaster City-wide 
Men’s Fellowship, an ethnically- and 
denominationally-diverse group which seeks to foster 
ecumenical and multi-cultural relations.     
� �
Prior to answering God’s call to the ministry, Paul was 
a practicing lawyer. Paul is married to Rev. Jacquelyn 
Lingelbach (one of his seminary classmates), who 
serves as Pastor of Quentin United Church of Christ 
in the Lebanon Association of the UCC.  Paul is the 
proud father of his college-age daughter, Julie. 
 
 

 
 
Pastor David Goode lives in Lititz with his wife Nan. 
David has two sons, Adam and Jon. Adam, daughter-
in-law Kelly, and granddaughter Madelyn live near 
Pittsburgh. His younger son Jon lives in Portland 
Oregon.  
 
David is currently the designated pastor of St. 
Stephen United Church of Christ in New Holland. He 

served ten years with two different UCC 
congregations as called pastor. After earning an 
MSW, David worked three years with Philhaven 
Hospital in Mount Gretna as a therapist, and seven 
years as the director of Bethany Counseling Ministry. 
He has also served as an interim minister at eight 
different UCC Churches. David is active in the Penn 
Central Conference Road to Vitality program.      
 
 

 
 
Mrs. Joyce Heasley is retired after many years of 
secretarial/computer/support staff work for various 
organizations, i.e. privately owned day care, higher 
education, non-profits, utilities and manufacturing.  
Her husband is a retired pastor active in Association 
and Conference work.  
 
Joyce has served the past three years on the Penn 
Central Conference Board of Directors and the 
Personnel Committee.  She has been active in the 
Gettysburg Association as secretary, and currently 
serves as treasurer.   
 
She enjoys gardening, crossword puzzles, sudoku, 
reading and sewing.  Joyce and her husband have a 
blended family of two daughters and two sons and 
four grandsons. 
  
 

 
 
Mrs. Martha Keith is a member of St. Paul’s UCC in 
Mechanicsburg, PA. She is responsible for the “Called 
to Care” ministry in her local church and is available 
to assist other churches in the conference in 
developing their own caregiving ministry. Martha was 
active in helping her church become Open and 
Affirming in 2003 and is a member of the conference 
Open and Affirming Focus Group. She also serves 
her local church on the Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee. 
 
Husband Gene and Martha have been members of 
St. Paul’s since 1996 when she retired from Aetna 
Casualty. They have 3 children and 2 grandsons, the 
oldest having just graduated from Shippensburg 
University. 



 Martha is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Penn Central Conference, serving as a member of the 
Personnel Committee. As a member of the Board, 
representing the Mercersburg Association, she serves 
also as a member of the Association Executive 
Committee. 
 
 

 
 
The Reverend Elaine Moyer is an ordained minister 
in the United Church of Christ who is currently serving 
as the Pastor of Faith United Church in Ickesburg, 
Pennsylvania, a new, vibrant and rapidly growing 
congregation.  This new congregation was formed 
within the first year of the pastoral leadership of 
Reverend Moyer (which started in August 2008), from 
the merger of the former Ickesburg UCC, and St. 
Paul’s Lutheran of Ickesburg. The average 
attendance at Faith United Church has increased over 
30% since the merger in January 2009. 
 
Reverend Moyer earned a Masters of Divinity degree 
from Lancaster Theological Seminary in 2007, and 
completed this degree while serving as a licensed 
minister for two years at Emmanuel, Penns Creek. 
Reverend Moyer remains very passionate about rural 
ministry and issues related to re-vitalizing churches, 
and new church starts. She also expresses her 
commitment to the community through her 
membership in the Lion’s Club, serving meals to shut-
ins and the elderly, organizing community walks to 
raise money for an emergency fund to help those in 
need and organizing a co-ed softball team. 
 
Prior to a vocation in ministry, Reverend Moyer 
served as a Marketing Manager in her parent’s 
business, the Pleasant View Egg Farm in Union 
County, PA. She grew up in Union County, PA, 
graduated from Mifflinburg High School and then 
graduated from Lock Haven University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education. 
 
  
 

 
 
Jerry B. Thomason was a member and lay leader of 
Los Alamitos Community Congregational UCC in 
Southern California for over 30 years where he 

served as Moderator, church treasurer, and chaired 
pastoral search and stewardship committees and 
served on the preschool board of directors. 
He also served on the Conference Board of Directors 
and chaired the Stewardship Finance Committee of 
the So. California / Nevada Conference of the UCC. 
 
Jerry is now a member of St. John©s UCC in 
Chambersburg, serving on the Stewardship Team 
and Contemporary Worship Group. He chaired the 
pastoral search committee for the current pastor.  
Jerry currently serves on the Penn Central 
Conference Stewardship Ministry Team and as a 
Church Vitality Coach for Heidelberg UCC in York. 
 
Jerry believes in a “purpose driven church” and 
understands that “God has a purpose for each of our 
United Church of Christ worship communities.” 
 He believes that it is for us to plug into God’s purpose 
and share that calling and love with our neighbors. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Rev. Dr. Bonita Zobeck is Senior Pastor of 
Colonial Park United Church of Christ.  She is a 
second career pastor having practiced nursing prior to 
her seminary education at Western Theological 
Seminary in Holland Michigan.  She also received a 
Doctorate in Ministry from Chicago Theological 
Seminary in 2006.   
 
After serving several churches in Michigan, she and 
her husband relocated to Harrisburg.  She is very 
invested in the Vitality Process of Penn Central 
Conference.  Not only does she serve on the 
Conference Vitality Committee, her congregation, 
Colonial Park, is one of the churches in the Vitality 
Initiative which Paul Nickerson advises.    
 
Bonita considers her life as blessed.  Her first grand-
daughter was born Christmas day, her middle 
daughter is completing her PHD program at Cornell 
and will wed in June and her youngest daughter has 
recently become engaged with wedding scheduled for 
2011.     
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