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As we gather at Annual Meeting this year, it will mark the unofficial first year 
anniversary serving as the Designated Conference Associate Minister for Congregational 
Discernment. At last year’s meeting, I was caught in between my final weeks as a local church 
pastor and working with Thom Webster to receive a detailed view of the churches in transition 
and begin meeting with them. What a year it has been! Accompanying congregations and 
ministers in their transitions is a privilege. It has been an honor to witness the diligent work of 
Search Committees and celebrate with them as milestones in their processes have been 
reached. It has been exciting to see congregations remember who they are and seek to share 
that with ministerial candidates through the Local Church Profile. It has been a joy to see our 
churches find their next minister and be filled with energy and passion for discipleship. It has 
been humbling to work with ministers and congregations committed to creating and 
maintaining healthy relationships with one another through the work of Pastoral Relations 
Committees. I continue to provide opportunities for transitional ministers to gather, both in 
large groups and smaller Communities of Practice. These conversations address needs for both 
information and support. 

In working with the Conference staff that has been assembled through this last year, 
know that we begin each day with the welfare of our congregations and ministers in our 
prayers, and end each day with the same thoughts, having spent time in between providing 
guidance, information and support. Workshops around Pastoral Relations Committees and the 
new Local Church Profile are prepared for me to share at this Annual Meeting. The value of the 
networking experiences at General Synod, especially through the Search and Call Fair, will be 
numerous, and I look forward to our family reunion! I hope to see many of you there! 

I recently returned from Germany after quite an amazing experience of being church! 
Penn Central Conference had a talented group of young adults, both clergy and lay leaders as 
its representatives to the Next Generation project. We joined groups from the Wisconsin and 
Southern Conferences of the UCC to meet with our partners in the UEK/Rhineland and 
UEK/EKBO. Through the lens of Reformation and continuing reformation through movements 
like the Confessing Church in the Nazi era, participants asked themselves and one another what 
it means to be the church in these challenging times for our world. This experience is the 
beginning of what is hoped will be annual gatherings of young Christians eager to explore issues 
and ideas of faithful living as members of the world community. The experience culminated in 
our attending the Kirchentag in Berlin. And with its closing worship in Wittenberg, site of 
Luther’s bold hammering 500 years ago, we were challenged by the message of the current 
Archbishop of South Africa, Thabo Makgoba, to rise to the challenges of our day: in how we live 
with the refugee and the immigrant among us, in how we see one another and hear one 
another.  From our local setting to the world community, we are both blessed and challenged. I 
appreciate the opportunity to renew my connection to the German partnerships in this way. 

Mindful of the grace in serving the congregations of Penn Central Conference, I ask your 
continued prayers!  

        Rev. Betsy E. Martin Bruaw 


