Report to the Penn Central Board
Rev. Nora Foust, Designated Associate for Ministerial & Congregational Excellence

Advanced Healthy Boundary Training continued with a new session on Digitizing Ministry in May.
Camp Director and Camp Staff Boundary Training will be on June 3 and 4. Basic Boundary Training will
be offered on June 9.
The new Draft Manual on Ministry is asking more of local churches in the discernment journey and |
am working on 3 resources (1 for the local church pastor, 1 for the church and 1 for the person feeling
called) to help facilitate their deeper engagement in the process.
While most of the draft manual is ready for use, single authorization, Member in Discernment with
Limited Standing and Omega Standing are still in discernment and would not go into use until voted
on, no earlier than the 2019 Synod.
| attended a 3-day conference in Cleveland to begin the formation of a UCC network of Boundary
Trainers and to begin developing some more topic specific curriculum for use across the
denomination.
| have celebrated with local congregations and gathered associations on the occasions of:

o Preaching in Worship on April 2 @ St. Johns, Red Lion
Preaching in Worship on April 23 @ Trinity, Centre Hall
Ecclesiastical Council for Will Whitmore @ Trinity, Mercersburg on April 23
Visited in Worship and Presented on Committee Structures on April 30 @ Trinity, Mountville
Presented at Lancaster Association Meeting on April 30 at Bethany, Ephrata
Preaching in Worship on May 7 @ St. Johns, Boalsburg
Presented at Mercersburg Association Meeting on May 7 at First, Carlisle
Preaching in Worship on May 21 @ St. Jacob’s Stone, Glenville
Attended Installation of Lou Ann Jones at St. John’s Blymire’s on May 21

o Ecclesiastical Council for Melissa Burkhart @ St. Paul’s, Manheim
Other Ecclesial Events:

o Ecclesiastical Council for Marian Anderson (May 21)

o Installation of Steve Erickson at Hill, Lebanon (May 21 Laurene Bowers preached)

o Installation of Tim Hogan-Pallazo at St. Johns, West Milton (June 4 Monica Dawkins-Smith

preaching)

o Installation of Barb Albert at Green Ridge Village, Newville (June 4 Betsy Bruaw attending)
In preparation for General Synod, | prepared a discussion for delegates that helped them to engage
the resolutions and prepare for their work at Synod.
| serve on the Pennsylvania Academy of Ministry Advisory Council and in our May meeting, we heard
from Dean David Mellott from LTS. The seminary has received a grant in order to facilitate research on
incorporating our non-degree program into their work. We also discussed beginning Lay Leader
focused 2 hour live and live-streamed training events beginning in the fall. Chuck Maxfield (PSE) and |
will be working on that development.
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