
CLOSING

WORSHIP
ALIVE IN CHRIST



PRELUDE



GATHERING



One: At the beginning, as God gave 

birth to creation, light danced with 

darkness and her holy waters  flowed 

free and clear … 

ALL: to point us to God’s glory 

CALL TO WORSHIP



One:  In our baptism, God leads us into 

waters of hope and liberation, to 

immerse ourselves in the risks of love 

and justice for all living things…

ALL: to draw all to God’s grace



One:  God calls out to the Beloved to gather 

together and share abundant life: Welcome 

the homeless and feed the hungry, embrace 

the stranger and seek out the outcast, create 

community with all God’s beloved, becoming 

alive in Christ…

ALL:  to breathe new life into each one 

and into the world.



ALL: Still Speaking Spirit, in the 

wonder of light, and in the soul-

stirring movement around us, speak 

to our hearts—make us look for 

Christ.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND 

ILLUMINATION



Still Speaking Spirit, in the riffs and 

runs we hear in the strange and 

familiar; speak to our hearts—make 

us listen for Christ.

Still Speaking Spirit, in the silence 

between the beats, in the silence that 

follows the comma; speak to our 

hearts—make us hope for Christ.



Still Speaking Spirit, in Your Word 

embodied through prophetic and 

powerful preachings speak to our 

hearts—give us the Word that will 

bring new life.



Still Speaking Spirit, we long to be 

challenged, transformed and 

renewed by your Word, your Word 

made flesh, as it dances in our 

imaginations, resounds melodically 

in our mind and is breathed out 

before us. So speak to our hearts—

make us alive in Christ.



Come, Holy Spirit, Come!  Come, 

Holy Spirit, come and make US new.  

Come, Holy Spirit, come and breathe 

new life in US.  Come, Holy Spirit, 

come and blow a fresh wind and 

transform your people, that we may 

become alive in Christ, grow in 

Christ and go in Christ.  



We come, humbly we come, that we 

might be changed and renewed to go 

and share the Good News. Amen.



We are the Church Alive,

Christ's presence on this earth

We give God's Spirit body in

The act of our new birth.

As yielded open channels

For God's descending dove,

We shout and sing, With joy we bring

God's all-inclusive love.

HYMN: “WE ARE THE CHURCH 

ALIVE”



We are the Church Alive,

Our faith has set us free;

No more enslaved by guilt and 

shame,

We live our liberty!

We follow Christ's example

And freedom now proclaim,

Destroying myths of doubt and fear

In Jesus' mighty name. 



We are the Church Alive,

The body must be healed;

Where strife has bruised and 

battered us,

God's wholeness is revealed.

Our mission is an urgent one;

In strength and health let's stand, 

So that our witness to God's light

Will shine through every land. 



We are the Church Alive,

All praise to God on high!

Creator, Savior, Comforter!

We laud and magnify

Your name, almighty God of love;

Pray give us life, that we

May be your church, the Church 

Alive,

For all eternity. 



[Additional information on each person below is included in the Advance Reports]

Departed Lay Leaders

• Edward R. Fisher

• Robert W. “Bob” Gohrs

• Benjamin K. “Ben” Keller

• Mildred L. “Millie” Lay

• Andrew William Nagy, Sr

• E. Jean Nagy 

• June Price

• Dot Snead

• Louis M. Waleff, Jr

• Alden Watrous “Al” Wilcox

NECROLOGY



Departed Clergy

† Rev. Leatha Archer 

† Rev. Harold Jack Ballard

† Pastor Charles Allen Fitzgerald

† Rev. Sharon Banks Freudenberger

† Rev. James H. Gold

† Rev. John Hench

† Rev. Bill Hoch

† Rev. Allan Everett Kroehler

† Rev. Earl Royer Marks

† The Rev. Warren C. "Rocky" Riedel, 

† Rev. William Henry Sherman



UNISON PRAYER

ALL:  Holy God, we give you thanks for 

these your ministers who have entered 

your eternal love and light. We have been 

blessed by their work and witness in Your 

church.  We rejoice in their faithfulness 

which has marked a way for our lives to 

follow. With those we have named and 

with the whole company of heaven 

cheering us on, we pray that we too will be 

found your faithful ministers.  Amen 



Psalm 40: 1-5 

I waited patiently for the Lord: He 

inclined to me and heard my cry.

He drew me up from the desolate pit, 

out of the miry bog,

and set my feet upon a rock,  making 

my steps secure.

He put a new song in my mouth, a song 

of praise to our God.

READING OF THE SCRIPTURE



Many will see and fear, and put their 

trust in the Lord.

Happy are those who make the Lord 

their trust,

who do not turn to the proud, to those 

who go astray after false gods.



You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 

your wondrous deeds and your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare 

with you.

Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they 

would be more than can be counted.



Colossians 2: 6-7

Now that you have welcomed the Anointed 

One, Jesus the Lord, into your lives, 

continue to journey with Him and allow Him 

to shape your lives.  Let your roots grow 

down deeply in Him, and let Him build you 

up on a firm foundation. Be strong in the 

faith, just as you were taught, and always 

spill over with thankfulness.



Rev. Dr. Chris Davies

MESSAGE



ANTHEM

The Apple Tree

K. Lee Scott



PRAYERS



One: Always grateful for the new life offered 

to us in Christ, we return to God the gifts of 

our time, talents and treasures.  Please take 

a moment to prayerfully consider the gifts 

you have to offer to the ministry of Penn 

Central Conference: Do you have a skill or 

talent to share? Are you willing to serve on 

one of our ministry teams? 

OFFERING



Will you be an advocate for those who need 

one, will you speak out for peace and 

justice? Will you advocate for children and 

young people?  Will you tell someone why 

you feel alive in Christ?  Will you offer 

financial support to Our Church’s Wider 

Mission and Lancaster Theological 

Seminary? When you come forward to 

receive communion, if you desire, baskets 

will be available to collect your offerings. 



One: This table is open to all who confess 

Jesus as the Christ and seek to follow 

Christ’s way.  Come to this sacred table not 

because you must, but because you may.  

Come not because you are fulfilled, but 

because in your emptiness, you stand in 

need of God’s mercy and assurance.

INVITATION



Two: Come not to express an opinion, but 

to seek a presence and to pray for a spirit.  

Come to this table, then, sisters and 

brothers, as you are.  Partake and share.  It 

is spread for you and me that we might 

again know that God has come to us, shared 

our common lot, and invited us to join the 

people of God’s new age.



A Summer Prayer for Grace

One: God of gentle rains and warm 

sun, God who encourages growth;

ALL: we are creatures who 

sometimes grow quickly, and 

sometimes get stuck.

Two: God of freedom, of liberation, of 

binding ropes being cut;

CONFESSION & ASSURANCE



ALL: we are bound in ways we don't 

always understand or recognize.

One: God of exodus and exile and 

homecoming, 

God who calls us to leave where we 

are and come home;

ALL: help us to have the courage to 

make the journey and to trust in the 

path.



Two: God who wants us to be made 

whole;

ALL: we come as people who are 

wounded in body and in spirit, 

people who seek healing.

One: God who has laid out a way for us 

to live, who has given us guidance 

for living in community;



ALL: we come as people who sometimes go 

astray, people who stretch the rules.

Two: God of Grace, we come as people who 

live through that Grace.

ALL: And so we praise you for the growth, 

we rejoice in being set free, 

we dance along the path that leads us 

home, we give thanks for the healing 

we have received, we relax in the 

knowledge that we are forgiven and 

we live as people of Grace. Amen.



ALL: And so we praise you for the 

growth, we rejoice in being set free, 

we dance along the path that 

leads us home, we give thanks for 

the healing 

we have received, we relax in the 

knowledge that we are forgiven and 

we live as people of Grace. Amen.



One: Now reconciled with God and 

each other, let us affirm the faith that 

brings us together:

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH



United Church of Christ Statement of 

Faith

We believe in you, O God, Eternal 

Spirit, 

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and 

our God, 

and to your deeds we testify:



You call the worlds into being, 

create persons in your own image, 

and set before each one the ways of 

life and death.

You seek in holy love to save all 

people from aimlessness and sin.



You judge people and nations by your 

righteous will declared through prophets 

and apostles.

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our 

crucified and risen Savior,

you have come to us

and shared our common lot,

conquering sin and death

and reconciling the world to yourself.



You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 

creating and renewing the church of 

Jesus Christ, 

binding in covenant faithful people 

of all ages, tongues, and races.



You call us into your church 

to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

to be your servants in the service of 

others, 

to proclaim the gospel to all the world 

and resist the powers of evil, 

to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his 

table, 

to join him in his passion and victory.



You promise to all who trust you 

forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage in the struggle for justice and 

peace, 

your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in your realm which has 

no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be 

unto you. Amen.



Two: God be with you.

ALL: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

ALL: We lift them to God.

Two: Let us give thanks to God Most 

High.

ALL: It is right to give God thanks 

and praise.

COMMUNION



One: With joy we praise you, gracious God, 

for you created heaven and earth, made us 

in your image, and kept covenant with us—

even when we fell into sin.

Two: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who by his life, death, and 

resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.

One & Two: Therefore we join our voices 

with all the saints and angels and the whole 

creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 



ALL:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Two: We remember that on the night of 

betrayal and desertion, Jesus took a loaf of 

bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said,  “This 

is my body which is broken for you.  Do this 

in remembrance of me.”

One: In the same way, Jesus also took the 

cup after supper, saying: “This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often 

as you drink it in remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of 

our faith:

ALL:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.



Two: Creating God, show forth among us 

the presence of your life-giving Word and 

Holy Spirit, to sanctify this gathering of 

church through this uniting sacrament.  

One: As these grains have been gathered 

from many fields into one loaf and these 

grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, 

O Lord, that your whole church may soon be 

gathered from the ends of the earth into your 

kingdom



One: This is the body of Christ, the bread of 

heaven.

Two: This is the blood of Christ, the cup of 

the new covenant..

One: The gifts of God for the people of 

God. Come, for all things are ready.

BREAKING THE BREAD AND 

POURING WINE



There will be six stations around the 

chapel, the Youth Service team will 

direct you. Please receive the bread 

and dip it into the chalice. All of the 

bread is gluten free and we are using 

only juice. If you wish to receive 

communion in your seat tell a neighbor 

or a YST member. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS



ALL: We thank you, God, for inviting 

us to this table where we have 

known the presence of Christ and 

have received all Christ’s gifts.  

Strengthen our faith, increase our 

love for one another, and let us show 

forth your praise in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen.

UNISON PRAYER OF 

THANKSGIVING



In the midst of new dimensions, 

in the face of changing ways. 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples 

wandering in their separate ways?

Refrain: 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and 

ever, 

now and ever, now and ever more.

HYMN: IN THE MIDST OF NEW 

DIMENSIONS 



Through the flood of starving people, 

warring factions and despair, 

Who will lift the olive branches? 

Who will light the flame of care? 

Refrain: 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now 

and ever, 

now and ever, now and ever more.



As we stand a world divided 

by our own self seeking schemes, 

Grant that we, your global village 

might envision wider dreams 

Refrain: 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now 

and ever, 

now and ever, now and ever more.



We are man and we are woman, 

all persuasions, old and young, 

Each a gift in your creation, 

each a love song to be sung. 

Refrain: 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now 

and ever, 

now and ever, now and ever more.



Should the threats of dire predictions 

cause us to withdraw in pain, 

May your blazing phoenix spirit, 

resurrect the church again. 

Refrain:

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now 

and ever, 

now and ever, now and ever more.



One:  Ever Gracious God, fed, healed, 

transformed and empowered, we go, out into 

a world that needs the comfort you have 

given, out into a world that needs the 

empowering and transforming power we 

have experienced, out into a world that 

needs love instead of hate, grace instead of 

judgement, justice and peace instead of war 

and violence

SENDING



ALL: Embolden us, loving God! 

Enflame us to be your witnesses and 

your people in all ways and in all 

places.



One:  Commission these your willing 

servants into the walks and ways 

created for them. Fill them with the 

indwelling of your spirit and the 

enduring grace of Christ. Fill them to 

overflowing with the love of the 

resurrected Christ. 



ALL:  Inspire us, Holy God to live 

into a new life in Christ, empowered 

by your love, drenched with your 

peace.



May the love of God embrace you. May 

the hope of God enfold you. May the 

grace of God encompass you. May the 

blessed Peace of Christ be with you. 

And may Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 

with you, now and always.

And God’s people said: 

ALL: Amen!

BENEDICTION


