
Penn Central Conference 

Closing Worship

Go Out and Be Planted

“I will put breath in you, 

and you will come to life.” Ez 37:6b

Gathering Music: Scott Siciliano

Worship Musician: Scott Siciliano

Choir Director: Russ Wynn



Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
James K. Manley

Spirit, spirit of gentleness.
Blow through the wilderness, 

calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. 
Stir me from placidness.

Wind, wind on the sea.



1. You moved on the waters, 
You called to the deep, 
Then You coaxed up the mountains. 
From the valley of sleep, 

And over the eons 
You called to each thing, 
"A wake from your slumbers and 
rise on your wings."



Spirit, spirit of gentleness.
Blow through the wilderness, 

calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. 
Stir me from placidness.

Wind, wind on the sea.



2. You swept through the dessert, 
You stung with the sand, 
And You gifted your people 
With a law and a land, 

And when they were blinded 
With their idols and lies, 
Then You spoke through Your prophets 
To open their eyes.



Spirit, spirit of gentleness.
Blow through the wilderness, 

calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. 
Stir me from placidness.

Wind, wind on the sea.



3. You sang in a stable, 
You cried from a hill, 
Then You whispered in silence When 
the whole world was still, 

And down in the city 
You called once again 
When You blew through Your people 
On the rush of the wind.



Spirit, spirit of gentleness.
Blow through the wilderness, 

calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. 
Stir me from placidness.

Wind, wind on the sea.



4. You call from tomorrow, 
You break ancient schemes, 
From the bondage of sorrow The 
captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, 
Our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 
Your people arise. 



Spirit, spirit of gentleness.
Blow through the wilderness, 

calling and free.
Spirit, spirit of restlessness. 
Stir me from placidness.

Wind, wind on the sea. *



Call to Worship Rev. Ann Graves
Acting Conference Minister

L:     The prophet asks: Can our soul-weary bones live again?
People: O God, you know!

L: We ask: Can we dance again after mourning, loss and grief?
People: O God, you know!

L:     The gift is sure and unmistakable:
People: God’s breath poured out 

as new life for weary souls!
L:      Let us celebrate the gift of God’s new life,

People:      And come to worship God 
in laughter and dancing!



Invocation
Rev. Ann Graves

Acting Conference Minister



Prayer of Confession (unison)

Revitalizing God,

your power goes far beyond our own,

and yet still we act as though the pains of this world

have final claim upon us.

We give in to the despair and hopelessness of death,

not trusting in your ability

to call forth new life from the tombs of our lives.



Forgive us for doubting your power
to raise up new life in the midst of all the deaths we 

experience.

Forgive us for wanting to limit you to “the last day” or 
“the world beyond this one”,

not trusting you to move and act among us, within us, 
through us.

Forgive us, and open our eyes to the wonder of new life 
sprouting into being in our very midst.

Silence



Assurance of Pardon

L: “Come out,” Jesus calls, and his word unbinds us from the 

oppressive weight of our past and pushes away the rocks that 

close us off from love. We are made free in the spirit of God, 

and forgiven all our sins.

People: May God’s name always be praised from our lips!*



Come, Teach Us, Spirit of our God
Shirley Erena Murray

Come, teach us, Spirit of our God,
the language of your way,

the lessons that we need to live,
the faith for every day;
the faith for every day.



Excite our minds to follow you,
to trace new paths in store,

new flight paths for our spirit space,
new marvels to explore; 
new marvels to explore.



Engage our wits to dance with you,
to leap from logic’s base,

to capture insight on the wing,
to sense your cosmic grace;
to sense your cosmic grace.



Inspire our spark to light from you,
to catch creation’s flair,

new artistry to celebrate,
new harmonies to dare;
new harmonies to dare.



Delight our hearts to worship you,
to learn compassion’s code,

to live in context of your love,
Great Teacher who is God!
Great Teacher who is God!



Choir Anthem
“Yet, will I sing” 
written by Alisa Bair

directed by Russ Wynn



Remembering Those Who Served Among Us
Scott Watts

Lay Leaders

Donald W. Alexander New Covenant, Williamsport
Janet Black Grace, Hanover
Sandra Bossert Trinity, East Petersburg
Matthew E. Clancy Starview
Forrest Dishong Quentin    
A. William Gehron New Covenant, Williamsport
Carl Goettel, Jr. New Covenant, Williamsport
Mary Ann Goettel New Covenant, Williamsport
Margaret Faye Grove Shiloh, York, 
Maxine M. Guillard Shiloh, York



Remembering Those Who Served Among Us
Scott Watts

Lay Leaders

Isabel H. “Issy” Hassinger St. John's, Mifflinburg
Louise P. (Bentz) Heindel Starview
Mary Lucille Hershey Shiloh, York
Edwin C. Kauffman, Sr. Shiloh, York
Richard J. Palsgrove Peace, Swartzville
Marjorie A. Schellenberger Church of the Apostles, Lancaster 
John Sokolowski Trinity, East Petersburg
Ruth Whitman Quentin 



Remembering Those Who Served Among Us
Scott Watts

Clergy Leaders

† Rev. Vernon H. Baum
† Rev. Dean M. Bobb Sr.
† Rev. Norman Bauman Bucher, Jr.
† Rev. Dwayne Calvin Carter 
† Rev. Thomas Degnitz
† Rev. Larry M. Estepp
† Dr. Ivan E. Frick
† Rev. James H. Gold
† Rev. John S. Hench 

† Rev. William E. Hoch
† Rev. Clifford Landes
† Rev. Beatrice Weaver McConnell 
† Rev. Norma Mae (Swingle) Mengel
† Rev. William H. Rader
† Rev. Charlotte Hull Whiting 
† Dr. John Ellsworth Winter    



Scripture Reading
John 11:1-7, 17-44



Message

Rev. Dr. Carolyne Call
Transitional Conference Minister



There’s a Spirit in the Air
Brian Wren

There's a spirit in the air, 
telling Christians everywhere: 

"Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world!"



Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
tell the world what God has done: 

God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today!



When believers break the bread,
when a hungry child is fed,

praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.



Still the Spirit gives us light,
seeing wrong and setting right:

God in Christ has come to stay.
Live tomorrow's life today!



When a stranger's not alone, 
where the homeless find a home, 

praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world.



May the Spirit fill our praise, 
guide our thoughts and change our ways. 

God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today!



There's a Spirit in the air, 
calling people everywhere: 

Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world.*



Pastoral Prayer
Rev. Dr. Bill LaSalle
Acting Moderator



L:  Let us affirm together what we believe with the UCC Statement of Faith

All: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, 

and to your deeds we testify:

You call the worlds into being, 

create persons in your own image, 

and set before each one the ways of life and death.

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness 

and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will 

declared through prophets and apostles.

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith (Doxology)



In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, 

our crucified and risen Savior, 

you have come to us and shared our common lot, 

conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to 

yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 

creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 

binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and 

races.



You call us into your church 

to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

to be your servants in the service of others, 

to proclaim the gospel to all the world 

and resist the powers of evil,

to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 

to join him in his passion and victory.

You promise to all who trust you 

forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 

your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in your realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 

Amen*



Sharing our Gifts

Rev. Cindy Garis



Offertory

Scott Siciliano



Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God all creatures here below.

Praise God for all that love has done.

Creator, Christ and Spirit One.



Prayer of Dedication
Leader: We come as your people, O God…

…grow in character and knowledge.

People: Spirit of Life, we breathe our lives upon these gifts 
that they may be become a fertile plain of green life and 
strengthened hope for all who live in the valley of dry bones. 

May the wind of your love carry these gifts far beyond us to 
the places most in need of your compassionate grace.

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.



Come to the Table
Rev. Dr. Carolyne Call and Rev. Nora Foust

L: Jesus calls us to the well,
inviting us to drink of the Living Water, 
and the life eternal.

All: Jesus calls us out of the shadows, out of the 
graves, to be entirely known, and entirely 
filled with God's presence.



L: Jesus calls us all:
all who were made in God's own image,
all who breathe the breath of God's spirit:
the Spirit of Life.

All: Jesus calls us to the table,
to the meal that nourishes our bodies
and binds our dry bones into one Body, 
living in Christ.



L: Jesus calls us, here and now.  
Come to this table, 

you who are beloved in Christ.  
Come, not because you must, 

but because you may.  



Communion Prayer

L: Holy God, source of all being,
you are greater by far than our human thoughts can 

comprehend.  
With all that you have created, you abide;
weeping with us in grief and pain, 
rejoicing with us in life and love.  
You are everywhere in this very moment;
holding the entirety of living experience
and weaving us together in the great 
and intricate tapestry of Creation.



All: Creator God, mother and father of us all,
in your holy love you took on our limitations.  
Born of a body, bound within a body,
you know the whole of this human experience.  

Learning to communicate with words;
teaching us to communicate with presence.  
Learning the fears that wring us dry;
teaching us of the love that nurtures us back to 

life.



L: Everlasting God, you are everywhere and right here.  
As close as the air we breathe, the air which binds us one 

to another and all to your beautiful creation.  
You are as close as the sunlight on our skin,
as close as the rain that drips from our hair;
the wind and the water that push us and lead us
and call us again and again into relationship with one 

another and with you.  
Holy Spirit, divine Advocate, guide and encourage us.  
Stir within our hearts, that we may speak anew the familiar 
words that Jesus taught us...



Do this in remembrance of me…



Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)

Source of life, and breath, and being,
breathe into the dry dust of our existence.  
Nourished in body by bread and juice,
may we strive for the nourishment of all bodies:
may we work to end hunger in this creation that 

provides amply for all.  



Nourished in spirit by the Body which is within 
our own,

may we strive for the incorporation of all:
may we work to break the barriers 
that divide us from one another and from you.  
In the love that sustains us, and the Spirit that 

animates us,
may we give all thanks and praise to you, 

O God of all.  Amen.



Pastor Tim Hogan-Palazzo



(We will) Be the Church
Music and Lyrics by Scott Siciliano

We have struggled, we have feared.
We have doubted God is near.
We have run from love’s embrace;
Made a mockery of God’s grace.
We have wounded, we have shamed;
And refused to take the blame.
There’s no silence anymore.
We will seek forgiveness, reconcile, restore!



REFRAIN:
We will be the Church alive again in Christ.
We will spread Good News, invite all those inside
Who’ve been broken down, made lesser than,
So God can make all whole again.
We will be a light for everyone to see.
We will be the Church our God calls us to be.  



We will cast out hate and greed,
When creation is in need.
Respect and cherish everyone
So God’s reign of love will come!



REFRAIN:
We will be the Church alive again in Christ.
We will spread Good News, invite all those inside
Who’ve been broken down, made lesser than,
So God can make all whole again.
We will be a light for everyone to see.
We will be the Church our God calls us to be.  



God, we pray to You,
We shout your Name.
Release us from our doubt and shame.
We seek your love.
We need your grace.
We need your Spirit in this place.



REFRAIN:
We will be the Church alive again in Christ.
We will spread Good News, invite all those inside
Who’ve been broken down, made lesser than,
So You can make all whole again.
We will be a light for everyone to see.
We will be the Church that You call us to be.

REPEAT  



We will be the Church that You call us to be.*



Benediction 
Rev. Ann Graves and Rev. Dr. Carolyne Call

L: Come out! Jesus commands,
All: And calls us from the tombs of our existence

into the brightness of a new day.

L: Come out! Jesus cries,
All: And unbind us from the chains of our past.

L: Come out! Jesus calls,
All: And entice us into a world filled with grace and 

possibility.



L: So: Go out!
All: Into a world that needs our life, our breath, our spirit!

L: Go out!
All: Into a world that needs the Spirit of God,

carried on our lips and in our loving arms.

L: Go out!
All: Into the world to live as God’s resurrected people!

L: Go out: and go on the breath of God’s holy wind!*



Worship Credits

• Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness CCLI # A-726522

• Come, Teach us, Spirit of our God CCLI # A-726522

• There’s a Song in the Air CCLI # A-726522

• (We will) Be the Church Scott Siciliano

• Come Out! On the Breath of God, Service Prayers for the fifth Sunday of Lent was 
written by the Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, Minister for Ministers in Local Congregations, 
UCC

• UCC Book of Worship

• Communion Liturgy written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy

• Pastoral Prayer written by karla and posted at RevGalBlogPals.org
• Hymns from The New Century Hymnal, Copyright 1995 The Pilgrim Press
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Go out and BE THE CHURCH!
Safe Travels!


